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SURVSY OF 9,119 HOM SEUONSTRATION CLUB HEiiBERS IN 11 FASTERN STATES. PERCENTAGE LIVING ON FARMS, 
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FAR, AND PHRCENTAG? WHOS2 INCOiS IS ONLY PARTLY FRO FARM. 
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SURVEY OF 9,119 HOMH DEMONSTRATION CLUB 
IN 11 NORTHEASTERN STATES* 


In 1940 Home Demonstration workers in 11 Northeastern States 
assisted in making a survey of 9,119 home demonstration club members - 
obtaining information regarding their ages, education, whether they 
live on farms or in towns, whether they are owners or renters, and 
whether their incomes are largely from the farm or from other sources. 


A summary of information on these points is attached. A study 
of these figures raises many interesting questions. 


AGES OF HOME DEMONSTRATICN CLUB MEMBERS: The summary shows that almost 
1/3 of the members (31 percent) were more than 50 years old, while 60 
percent were more than 40. <A similar summary released in 1937 indicated 
that 54 percent of the women were over 40. Hach home demonstration 
leader will no doubt wish to compare 1940 figures for her State with 
those for the 1937 summary (attached) and to analyze this apparent trend 
toward a larger percentage of older women. Home demonstration leaders 
will know whether the sample taken in the 1940 study is representative 
of the whole membership in their respective States. 


EDUCATION OF HOME DEMONSTRATION CLUB MEMBERS: Approximately 1/3 of the 
members studied (33.5 percent) have had grammar school education only, 
or less. Almost 1/2 (46.1 percent) have had some high school education, 
while 1/5 (20.4 percent) have had some normal school or college train-— 
ing. Since it is usually easier to get women with high school and col- 
lege training to join home demonstration groups than women with less 
education, the question arises: "How can the Extension Service bring 
more of those women with less than eighth grade education into direct 
contact with home demonstration work?" 


PERCENTAGE OF HOME DEMONSTRATION CLUB WEi-BERS LIVING ON FARMS: PSRCENTAGE 
OWNERS: PERCENTAGE OF RENTERS: PERCHITAGE OF THOSE WHOSE INCOME 15 LARGELY 
FARM: The summary indicates that less than 1/2 of the members (47.5 ver- 
cent) live on farms. Of these, less than 1/2 (48.5 percent) get their 
incomes largely from the farm. More than 4/5 (81.6 percent) of the farm 
homemakers live on farms owned by their families. Less than 1/5 (18.4 
percent) are renters. Is this a true picture of home demonstration club 
membership in the Northeastern States? Should definite steps be taken to 
influence more farm women? In such an effort what changes need to be made 
in present teaching procedures and teaching materials? Would it require a 
ereatly increased amount of time of home demonstration agents to reach 

the more isolated and low income farm families? Can news stories and cir- 
cular letters be used to this end to.a greater extent than at present? 


*Survey figures assembled 
by Florence L. Hall, Senior Home Economist 
Extension Service, Department of Agriculture, 
January 1941 
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